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Surah 12 Surah Yusuf 


YUSUF RHI 


THE LINK BETWEEN SURAH YUSUF AND SURAH HOOD 


By Name: “The message of Towheed established in Surah Hood (that only Allaah should be 
worshipped) is so important that Yusuf X295 never forgot it even while in jail. When the two 
prisoners asked him for the interpretation of their dreams, he first impressed upon their minds 
that they should worship only Allaah because they have no proof to worship another. 


Surah Hood establishes as its second message that only Allaah is the Knower of the unseen and 
that He is the Supreme Master and Controller of the universe. Surah Yusuf now provides a 
detailed incident that proves this point. 


The primary theme of Surah Hood was to establish the first message (that only Allaah should be 
worshipped) and the second message is really a proof for this. Since every assertion is accorded 
credibility on the strength of its proof, this proof is extensively explained in Surah Yusuf. When itis 
conclusively established that only Allaah has knowledge of the unseen and that only He is the 
Master and Controller of everything, it follows that only He should be worshipped. 


Surah Hood established that no pious person has knowledge of the unseen, nor could he have 
control over affairs. Surah Yusuf cites the episode of Ya'qoob 5&#% Who was a Prophet; his 
father was a Prophet, his grandfather was a Prophet and his son was also a Prophet. Despite 
being so fortunate, he still had no knowledge of the unseen, nor did he have any control over 
matters. Neither did he know what had become of his son, nor could he change the course of 
eventsthat so grieved him. 


GIST OF THE SURAH 
Surah Yusuf makes the following four declarations. 


1. Only Allaah has knowledge of the unseen and He has not conferred this privilege on any 
other. 

2. Only Allaah is the Supreme Master and Controller of everything and He has not granted 
others the capability to do anything more than what He permits. 

3. Rasulullaah isAllaah's true messenger on whom revelation descends. 

4. Difficulties will also afflict Rasulullaah&$5 , just as they afflicted the Ambiyaa before him, but 
these will soon give way to success and victory. 
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. 


1. Alif Laam Raa (Only Allaah knows the correct meaning of these letters). These are the verses of the 


clear Book (ihe Qur'aan). 
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2. Undoubtedly We have revealed it (the Qur'aan) as an Arabic (clear) Qur'aan so that you 
(O people of Makkah to whom the Qur'aan was first recited) may understand. 
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3. We narrate to you a most beautiful story in this Qur'aan that We reveal to you. 
Before this you were of the unwary (those who did not know about this story). 
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4. When (as achild) Yusuf said to his father (Yo'qoob 582%), “O my (beloved) father! Indeed I 


have seen (in adream) eleven stars, the sun and the moon all bowing before me." (The stars 
symbolised his eleven brothers, the sun his father and the moon his mother. This meant that a time would come when 
Yusuf SAYS would be exaltedto a high position and all his family members would have to respect him.) 
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5. His father said, "O my (beloved) son! Do not relate this dream to your brothers, 


otherwise they will plot against you. Undoubtedly Shaytaan is an open enemy to man 
(do not tell them because Shaytaan may make them jealous of you when they learn the interpretation of your dream and 


he may tempt them to harm you).”” 
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6. “In this manner (as He has shown you this aa dream) has your Rabb chosen you, taught 


you the interpretation of dreams and (gracefully) completed His bounty on you (by making 
you a Nabi) and on the family of Ya'qoob 582%, just as He had completed it upon your 
two forefathers Ibraheem 2552€ and Is'haaq 552. Indeed your Rabb is All Knowing 
(about the talents and capacities of all), The Wise.” 
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7. In the story of Yusuf £255: and his brothers are certainly many Aayaat (lessons) for 
those who have questions (those who desire to learn). 
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8. (We now draw your attention to the time) When the (step-) brothers (of Yusuf PRIEL) said (to eachother), 
“Verily Yusuf and his (rea!) brother (Bin Yaameen) are more beloved to our father than us, 


even though we are a large (strong) group. Indeed our father is certainly mistaken 
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(because we are more usefulto him). 
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9. (Continuing their discussion, someone said) “Kill Yusuf or throw (abandon) him in some (distant) 


land, after which the attention of your father will be reserved for you only. Thereafter 
you can be righteous people (you can repent for our action and make amends).” 
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10. One of them (the eldest Juda) said, “Do not kill Yusuf. lf you really intend doing 
something (you should rather) throw him in a dark well so that some travellers may (find him 
thereand) take him away.” (Accepting his idea, they devised a plan to get Yusuf 352% away from his father.) 
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11. (Knowing that their father did not trust them alone with Yusuf , $2525) They said, ^O our Father! What 
is the matter with you that you do not trust us (at al) with Yusuf whereas we are his 


well-wishers?" 
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12. “Send him (out) with us tomorrow so that he may eat and play with us. (Do not worry 
because) We shall take good care of him.” 
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13. He (Yo'qoob 252) said, “Indeed it grieves me that he should go with you (because I 
cannot bear to be separated from him). (In addition to this,) 1 fear that you would neglect him (leave him by 
himself) and then a wolf would eat him up.” 
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14. They replied, “lf a wolf should eat him up while we are a strong group (there to protect 
him), then surely we would be losers (itis not possible for a wolf to eat him while we are all there with him).” 
(Unable to refuse, Ya'qoob SABE permitted them to take Yusuf SANE along with them.) 
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15. When they took him (Yusuf 252") and together resolved (agreed) to throw him into a 


dark well, We sent revelation to him (as he sat on a rock in the well) that you (he) will certainly 
remind them of this matter (sometime in the future) when they will not realise (who youare). 


uz 


16. (Leaving Yusuf SHREK in the well) They (the brother came weeping (pretending to weep) to their 


father that night. 
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17. They said, “O our father! We went racing and left Yusuf (clone) with our goods, 


when a wolf ate him up. (Sensing that Ya'qoob did not believe them, they added,) But you will not 
believe us even though we are truthful.” 
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18. (In an effort to substantiate their story, they dipped the shirt of Yusuf SIRE in the blood of a sheep they had 


slaughtered. Referring to this, Allaah says They came with false blood on his shirt. (Noticing that the 
bloodstained shirt was not torn, Ya'qoob realised that the brothers were lying. Therefore) He said, "But your 
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souls have made up this matter (tale) for you. However, | shall exercise patience 
without any complaint, and I shall seek Allaah's assistance against what you have 
devised." 
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19. (Soon after 3 days) Some travellers arrived (near the well) and they sent their person who 
fetches water (to the well). He lowered his bucket (into the well) and (seeing Yusuf 558€ hanging 
onto the bucket, he) exclaimed, "What luck! There is a boy here!" They hid him (among their 
goods so that no one would lay claim to him) as trading stock (intending to sell him asa slave), and Allaah 


had perfect knowledge of what they did. (When the brothers discovered that the travellers had removed 
Yusuf PENSE fromthe well, they told the travellers that he was their escaped slave and that they were willing to sell him.) 
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20. They (the brothers) sold him (to the travellers) for the meagre price of a few (18) Dirhams 


and they showed no interest in him (saying that they no longer needed him). (The travellers proceeded to 
Egypt, where they sold Yusuf SABE to one of the king's ministers.) 
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21. The person (minister) from Egypt who bought Yusuf 582% told his wife (Zulaykha or 
Ra'eel), "Take proper care of him. Perchance he may be of use to us or we may take 
(adopt) him as a son." In this manner (as We had rescued him from death and from the well) We settled 
Yusuf in that land (in a city) so that We may teach him the interpretation of dreams. 
Allaah is Predominant over (is the guardian of) His affairs, but most people do not know 
(the secrets of Divine planning). 
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22. When he came of age, We granted him wisdom (a keen sense of judgement) and 
knowledge. Thus do We reward those who do good. 
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23. (Taken aback by his stunning beauty) The woman in whose house he was (Zu/aykha) attempted 
to seduce him (io lure him) against his will. She locked the doors (of the room) and said, 
"Come to me.” He said, “l seek refuge with Allaah! Indeed my caretaker (your husband or 
Allaah) has treated me honourably (how can! ever betray him by doing what you ask of me). Oppressors 
(adulterers) will definitely not succeed.” 
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24. She was determined to achieve her objectives from him, and he also would have 
intended the same had he not seen the proof of his Rabb (had he not been a Nabi). In this 
manner (Our fate had decreed the matter) so that We averted evil and immorality from him. 
Indeed he was from Our sincere bondsmen (the Ambiyaa). 
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25. They both raced for the door (as he attempted to escape) and (in trying to catch him, she grabbed his 
shirt from the back, but he broke lose and) she tore his shirt from the back. Then (as they both arrived at 
the door) they encountered her master (her husband) at the door. (To shift the blame to Yusuf RIIE) 
She said, “The only penalty for him who intended evil with your wife (who tried to seduce 
your wife) is that he be imprisoned, or some other torturous (painful) punishment.” 
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26. (Defending himself) Yusuf 32% said, “lt was she who tried to seduce me against my 
will.” A witness from her family (an infant or a wise man present there at the time miraculously spoke) 
testified by saying, “lf his shirt is torn from the front, then she is truthful and he is 
from the liars. 
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27. However, if his shirt is torn from the back, then she is lying and he is from the 


truthful." 
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28. When he (the husband) saw that his (Yusuf 25525) shirt was torn from the back, he 
(realised that his wife was guilty and) said, "This is definitely from the trickery of you (womer). 
Your trickery is indeed very dangerous." 
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29. “O Yusuf! Overlook this (do not mention it to anyone). (O woman!) Seek forgiveness for your 


sin. You were truly of the sinners." 
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30. (However, the news of this event did somehow get out and) Some women of the town said, "The 
minister's wife attempts to seduce her slave against his will. Love has certainly 
overwhelmed her. In our opinion, she is certainly in manifest error (for falling in love with a 


slave)." 
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31. When she heard of their plot (their backbiting), she (decided to convince them that her attraction for 
Yusuf S223 was not unfounded, so she) sent for them and prepared a meeting place for them, 
setting cushions there. She gave each of them a knife and (as they were busy cutting their fruit, 
Zulaykha) then told Yusuf, “Come out before them!” When they saw him, they were 
taken aback (by his beauty) and (being astonished at seeing his extreme handsomeness, they) cut their 
hands (repeatedly) and exclaimed, “Allaah is Pure! This cannot be a human (because no 
human can possibly be so handsome) ! He must surely be a noble angel!" 
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32. She (Zulaykha) said, “This is what you were criticising me for. Indeed I attempted to 
seduce him against his will, but he escaped. If he does not do as I command him, he 


shall certainly be imprisoned and he will definitely become of those (who are) 
humiliated.” 
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33. Yusuf $J% prayed, “O my Rabb! The prison is dearer to me than that (adultery) 
towards which these women call me. If You do not turn their plot away from me, I (feor that 
asa human being, I) may incline towards them and become of the ignorant (by doing what they want). " 
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34. So his Rabb accepted his prayer (to preserve his chastity) and turned their plot (guile) 
away from him. Undoubtedly, He is the All Hearing, All Knowing. 
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35. Then, after reviewing the evidence (proving Yusuf s 252 innocence), it occurred to them 
(the ministers) that they should imprison him for a while (to silence the rumours that had been 
spreading). 
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36. Two youths entered the prison with him. (One was the king's baker and the other served drinks to 
the king. They were both imprisoned because one of them attempted to poison the king and blamed the other. Realising 
that Yusuf RINE was anoble man who understood the interpretation of dreams) One of them (the one who served 
drinks) said, "Indeed | see myself (in a dream) squeezing wine." The other (the baker) said, “1 
see myself carrying bread on my head, from which birds are eating.” (They requested) 
“Inform us of the interpretation. We truly deem (sce) you to be of the righteous.” 
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37. (Seizing the opportunity to teach them about Towheed,) Yusuf sl ed. “1 shall inform you 
of the interpretation before the food provided for you arrives. This is from the 


knowledge that my Rabb has taught me. | have discarded the religion of those people 
who do not believe in Allaah and who reject the Aakhirah.” 
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38. “l have adopted the religion of my forefathers (who are) Ibraheem 552%, Is'haaq 
RIIE and Ya'qoob XSEX. It is not (correct) for us to ascribe any partners to Allaah. This 
(understanding of Towheed) is from the favours upon us and upon all people, but most people 
are ungrateful (and refuse to accept it).” 
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39. “O my two prison companions! Are numerous gods better or Allaah, Who is The 
One and The Almighty?” 
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40. "Besides Him, you worship only names that you and your forefathers have named 
without any revealed authority from Allaah. Decisions rest only with Allaah (This is the 
rule. He has commanded that only He be worshipped. This is the right Deen, but most 
people (the Kuffaar) do not know it." 
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41. “O my two prison companions! As for one of you, he will serve wine to his master 
(as he had been doing because he is innocent of the alleged crime). As for the other (the baker), he will be 


crucified and birds will eat from his head (after his death). The decision has been passed 
regarding the matter you have inquired from me.” 
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42. He (Yusuf ŽSS) told the one whom he anticipated (expected) would be freed, 
“Mention me to your master (tell the king about me being imprisoned for something I did not do).” 
However, Shaytaan caused him to forget mentioning him (Yusuf 2595) to his master, 
and he (Yusuf £252) remained in prison for a few more years. 
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43. (One day) The king said (to his ministers), “I see (in adream) seven fat cows being eaten by seven 


thin cows and seven green ears of corn and others that are dry. O my ministers! Furnish 
(give me) an interpretation for my dream if you are indeed able to interpret dreams.” 


44. (Unable to understand the meaning of the dream) They replied, “These are only confused 
dreams (nightmares). We have no knowledge concerning the interpretation of confused 
dreams.” 
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45. The released of the two convicts (the person who served drinks to the king), recalling (Yusuf 
NIEL) after a considerable period, said, “I shall inform you of the interpretation, so 
send me (to the prison to fetch Yusuf NIEN.” 
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46. (Arriving at the prison, the person said) "O Yusuf! O most truthful! Inform us about seven fat 
cows being eaten by seven thin cows and seven green ears of corn and others that are 
dry, so that I may return to the people and they can be enlightened (about the meaning of this 
dream). " 
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47. He (Yusuf 25525) replied, “You will farm for seven consecutive years (symbolised by the 
seven fat cows and the seven green ears of corn). Leave whatever crops you harvest in their ears, 
except what you require for eating (use only whatis necessary and store the rest) ." 
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48. "Thereafter seven difficult years (of drought) will follow (symbolised by the seven thin cows and 
the seven dry ears of com) that you will consume (which the people shall eat) all you would have 
stored for them (for the years of drought) except (besides) the little that you leave (the left-overs).” 
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49. "Thereafter a year will follow in which abundant rains will fall for the people and 
they will distil (squeeze) juices (because there will be so much produce). " 
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50. (When the king was informed about the interpretation, he was extremely pleased and) The king said, 
“Bring him to me." When the messenger came to Yusuf 52, he told him, "Return 
to your master and ask him what is the condition of the women who cut (repeatly) their 
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hands. Indeed my Rabb is well aware of their plot.” (Yusuf wanted the king to clear his name with 
the public before coming out of prison.) 
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51. The king (called for the women and) asked, "What is your tale (version) when you attempted 
to seduce Yusuf against his will?" They replied, "Allaah is Pure! We do not know of any 
evil in him (he is innocent).” The wife of the minister (2Zulaykha) said, "The truth is now out. | 
attempted to seduce him against his will and he is of the truthful (he didnot try to seduce me). " 
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52. (When Yusuf 95993 was informed about the admission, he sad) “This (declaration of my innocence) was 
(done) so that he (the minister) may know that | did not betray him in his absence (by trying to 
seduce his wife), amd (so that he and all the people may know tha) without doubt, Allaah does not 
promote the plot of betrayers.” (Truth prevails eventually.) 


53. (Although innocent, Yusuf RISES said out of humility) “I do not absolve myself (of al! fault). Surely 
the soul insistently commands (6 person to do) evil, except (the souls of those people) on whom 
Allaah showers mercy (people such as the Ambiyaa). Undoubtedly my Rabb is Most 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 
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54. The king said, “Bring him (Yusuf 82) to me so that | may keep him exclusively 
for myself (to be one of my special ministers)” When he (the king) spoke to him (Yusu 1559€), he (the 
king) said, “Verily today you are a man of honour and trustworthiness with us." 
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55. (The king then asked Yusuf SYZE about the preparations he needed to make for the years of drought. Yusuf 
RIRIZE advised him that the people should consume only what was necessary in the first seven years. He told the king 
that the rest of the crops should be preserved in their ears so that they are not eaten by vermin and would will be good 
enough to eat during the seven years of drought. He also told the king thet the drought will affect the neighbouring districts 
as well and that Egypt should assist those who came for provisions. He added that those coming for provisions could be 
asked to pay a nominal amountso that it could bolster the state treasury, while also assisting the other people. The question 


then arose about who would administer the financial affairs of the state during this period. It was then that) He (Yusuf 
RENSE) said, “Appoint me (as the minister) over the treasures (finances ond resources) of the land. 
Indeed | am protective (trustworthy) and knowledgeable (I have the necessary skills for the post).” 
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56. In this manner (as We had rescued him from the prison), We granted authority (power) to Yusuf 
FINE in the land. He could live wherever he willed (instead of being confined to a prison cell). We 
shower Our mercy upon whoever We wish, and We do not put to waste (spoil) the 
reward of those who do good (one who does good will certainly receive his/her rewards in full). 
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57. Undoubtedly, the reward of the Aakhirah is best for those who have Imaan and 
who adopt Taqwa (life of virtue and goodness). 
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58. (Eventually, when the drought began taking its toll, people from the outlying areas began to come to Egypt in search 
of food. Among those who came from Can'aan were the brothers of Yusuf RISE.) Yusuf 39st s brothers 


came (to Egypt) and entered into his presence (io buy food). He recognised them, but they 


did not recognise him. (Pretending not to recognise them, Yusuf IEE asked them about themselves and 
they told him that their father did not allow one of their brothers to accompany them because the father feared that he 
would also lose him just as he had lost his other son previously.) 
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59. (Yusuf X252 really wanted to meet his brother Bin Yaameen, so) When he prepared their 
provisions (after entertaining them and giving them what they needed) he said, “Bring your brother (Bin 
Yaameen) to me from your father (when you return for more provisions so that I may be sure that the extra load 
of provisions that you are taking is really meant for him). Do you not see that | grant measure in full 
and that I am the best of hosts?” 


A N ISOS 


60. “(However If you do not bring him to me (it would mean that you are lying and taking an extra load for 
nothing. Therefore,) you will (then) have no measure (of provisions) from me (for him), nor shall you 
draw close (to me to receive anything).” 
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61. They said, “We shall try to persuade his father (io part) from him. (We are not merely 
making vain claims,) We will really do so.” 
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62. (To ensure that they would not fail to return a second time because of lack of money) He (Yusuf HIRE) said to 
his attendants, “Place their funds (with which they had paid for the food) back into their 


carriages (bags) so that they recognise it when they return to their families and so that 
they may come back (happily).” 
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63. When they (the brothers) returned to their father they said, "O our father! A measure 
(of food) shall be denied to us (if we do not present Bin Yaameen to the minister), so send our brother 
with us so that we may bring (extra) grains. (Knowing that their father would not trust them with him, they 
added) We shall certainly guard him well.” 
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64. He (Yo'goob 25525) said, "Should I trust you with him as | trusted you with his 
brother (Yusuf) before (so that you can do the same to him as you did to Yusuf) ? (However, if you have to take him 


along to secure our food, then I am convinced that) Allaah (and not you brothers) is the best Protector and 
Heis the Most Merciful of those who show mercy." 
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65. When they opened their provisions and found their funds returned to them, they 
said, “O our father! What more can we want? Here are our funds returned to us (we can 
now easily afford to return for more food). We shall bring (food) for our family, protect our brother 
and have an extra camel load (which the minister would not give us without seeing Bin Yaameen for himself). 
This measure (of grains that we have at present) is inadequate (and we will have to return for more)." 
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66. He (Ya'qoob 252) said, “I shall never send him with you until you give me a solemn 
oath from Allaah that you will definitely return him to me unless you are surrounded 
(unless circumstances are beyond your control and you have to resist external factors strongly but place your trust in 
Allaah)." When they gave him the oath he said, “Allaah is Watchful over what we say (so 
do not break your oaths) ." 
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67. (Sending Bin Yaameen with them,) He (Ya'qoob X52" said, “O my sons! Do not enter (ihe city, all 


of you together) through one gate, but enter from different gates (so that no harm comes to all of you 
at once, so that you are not afflicted with the evil-eye when people's attention is drawn to you and so that no suspicions are 


raised about your arrival). (This precaution is merely an effort to avert harm from you, but the fact is that) I cannot be 
of any benefit to you against (the wil! of) Allaah (If Allaah wills harm to come your way, the precaution will 
be of no use to you). Decisions rest with Allaah. Only on Him do | rely, and all those who 
pin (put) their reliance (trust) should rely only on Him." 
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68. When they entered as their father had instructed them (through different gates), it (this 
precaution) could not be of any benefit to them against (the wil! of) Allaah. However, it (the 
precaution) was a need in the heart of Ya'qoob 282% (a demand of the love he had for them) that he 
fulfilled. Indeed he was knowledgeable of that which We taught him (He knew that the 
means and precautions that man adopts are not responsible for the outcome of events, all matters rest in Allaah's control), 
but most people do not know (they regard the means and precautions to be directly responsible for the 


manner in which events take place). 
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69. When they entered in the presence of Yusuf 2é%, he made his (real) brother (Bin 
Yaameen) stay with him saying, "I am indeed your brother (Yusuf), so do not worry about 
what (their ill-treatment of frowning and taunting) they (our brothers) do (because I shall try to keep you here with 
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70. (As a plan to keep his brother in Egypt) When he (Yusuf 52) prepared their provisions for 
them (the brothers), he placed a (golden) drinking cup in his brother's (Bin Yoameen's) carriage 
(bag). Thereafter (as the brothers started to leave) an announcer (a messenger addressing the caravan of the 
brothers) announced, “O caravan! Verily you are thieves!” 
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71. Advancing towards them (towards the messenger/announcer and those with him), they (the brothers) 
said, "What have you lost (what has been stolen)?" 
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72. They (the messenger/announcer) replied, "We have lost the drinking cup of the king. 
There shall be camel's load (of provisions as a reward) for whoever brings it forth (finds it), and 1 
stand guarantee for (the payment of) this (reward).” 
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73. They (the brothers) said, “By Allaah! You are well aware of the fact that we have not 
come to cause mischief (trouble) in the land, nor are we thieves.” 
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74. They (the announcer and those with him) asked (the brothers, "What will be the penalty for 
(stealing) it if you are lying (about being innocent and are really guilty of the theft) 9" 
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75. They (the brothers) replied, “(According to the law of our land,) The penalty is that the very 
person in whose carriage (bag) it is found will be the repayment for it (he will be detained as 
payment for the stolen article). This is how we punish oppressors (wrong-doers in our land). " 
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76. He (Yusuf 552) began with their satchels (began searching the bagss of the step-brothers) before 
(searching) the satchel of his (rea!) brother and then (finding the cup in Bin Yaameen's satchel) 
removed the cup from his (real) brother's satchel. Thus did We inspire a plan for Yusuf 
(to keep his brother in Egypt). He could not have kept back his brother (with him) according to 
the law of the king (of Egypt because the Egyptian law ruled differently), except if Allaah willed 
(Nothing can be done unless Allaah wills it. Therefore, Yusuf SAEI was able to detain his brother only by Allaah's will). 
We elevate the ranks (in knowledge) of whoever We will (despite his vast knowledge, Yusuf RWIE still 
needed Allaah to inspire him with this plan). Above every knowledgeable person is one who is 


more knowledgeable. {No human can claim to be the most knowledgeable. Even the knowledge of the most 
knowledgeable person is negligible compared to Allaah's knowledge.) 
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77. (In their anger) They (the brothers) said, “If he has stolen then surely his brother before 
him (Yusuf) must have also stolen." Yusuf concealed this (accusation) in his heart and did 
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not disclose it to them (he did not refute what they said). He said (to himself), “You are worse off 
(because you stole a son from his father). (Nevertheless) Allaah knows best what you speak (and He will 
take you to task for it) ." 
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78. They submitted, ^O minister! (Azziz i.e. Yousuf) He (Bin Yaameen) has an extremely old 
father (who would be devastated at the loss of his son especially after he had already lost another son previously), SO 
take one of us in his place. Verily we deem you to be of the kind ones (who will arant our 


request). " 
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79. He (Yusuf 2) said, “May Allaah protect us from (the injustice of) taking anyone (as 
prisoner) besides the one with whom we found our article. If we do so, then we would 
certainly be of the oppressors.” (unjust ones) 
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80. When they (the brothers) grew Pn of (last hope of convincing) him (Yusuf SIZE to do as 
they requested), they stood aside to consult (with each other about what to do). The eldest of them 
said, “Do you not know that your father had taken from you a solemn oath from 
Allaah, and (don't you remember that) before (this) you had failed in your duty towards Yusuf? 
Now I shall never leave this land (to return home) until my father permits me or (until) 
Allaah decides my matter (by either taking my life or returning my two lost brothers). He (Allaah) is the 
best of deciders (judges).” 
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81. (The eldest brother said to the others) “Return to your father and say, 'O our father! Indeed 
your son has stolen. We are testifying only to what we know (to what we have seen i.e. that the 
cup was found in his satchel), and we have no knowledge of the unseen (we donot know whether it was 


really he who stole it) .'" 
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82. “(To confirm what we are telling you) You may ask the (people of the) town (Egypt) in which we 
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were and the (people of the) caravan whom we accompanied back. (They will all testify that) We 
are really truthful.” 
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83. (Because the brothers had a record of lying,) Ya'qoob SEE said, "But your souls have made 
up this matter (tale) for you. However, I will exercise patience without any complaint 


(for patience is better). Perchance Allaah will bring them all (Yusuf, Bin Yaameen and the eldest son) to 
me. Without doubt, He is the All Knowing, The Wise." 
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84. He turned away from them and said, “O my grief for Yusuf!” His eyes had turned 
white (blind) with sorrow (because of excessive crying) and he was suppressing it (his sorrow) all 
the time. 
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85. His sons said, "By Allaah! You keep mentioning Yusuf until you waste away 
(becomefrail) or become totally destroyed.” 
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86. He replied, “I complain of my sorrow and my grief only to Allaah (because you would 
not understand). (I have hope that they will be returned to me because) I have been granted such 
knowledge from Allaah that you do not know about." (Here Ya'qoob ISEE referred to his deep 


knowledge of Allaah's mercy, his knowledge of the dream that Yusuf SABE saw as a child and perhaps some inspiration 
thatAllaah had given him.) 
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87. "O my sons! Go and search for Yusuf and his brother. And do not become 


despondent of Allaah's mercy (His mercy will ensure that you achieve your objective). Indeed only the 
nation that commits kufr grows despondent (loses hope) of Allaah's mercy." 
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88. When they (the brothers) entered in the presence of Yusuf 5 they said, “O 
minister! (Azziz) Calamity (sever hunger) has befallen us and our family. We have come 
with a sum (of money) that is (so inferior that itis) worthy of being returned, so grant us the full 
measure (despite the inferior quality of the payment) and be charitable towards us. Indeed Allaah 
rewards the charitable ones.” 
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89. (Taking pity on them, Yusuf NIEK decided that it was time to reveal his identity to them. Therefore) He said, 
“Do you know what you did to Yusuf and his brother when you had no knowledge (that 
you will one day be reminded of what you did) ?” 
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90. (While they did have a sneaking suspicion all along that the minister could be Yusuf ESSE because of his looks 
and noble character, they brushed aside the suspicion, regarding it to be absurd. However, when Yusuf Sese 
confirmed their suspicion by telling them something that none but they and Yusuf SSB could have known,) They 
exclaimed, “Are you really Yusuf!” He replied, “I am Yusuf and this (pointing to Bin 
Yaameen) is my brother. Allaah has indeed favoured us (by reuniting us). The fact is that 
whoever adopts Taqwa and exercises sabr, then Allaah surely does not put to waste 
(destroy) the reward of those who do good (Allaah rewards them even inthis world).” 
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91. They said, “By Allaah! Allaah has certainly preferred (selected) you above us (by 


granting you this high position) and (regretting their past, they added) we were really among the wrong 
doers (by behavingas we did).” 
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92. He (Yusuf SSB) said, "There shall be no blame on you today (no revenge will be taken). 
May Allaah forgive you. He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy." 
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93. He said, "Take this shirt of mine, place it on my father's face and he will regain his 
sight. And (after doingthis) bring your entire family to me.” 
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94. When the caravan (with the brothers) left (Egypt), their father said (to those at home in Can'aan), 
“Verily, if it were not (for fear) that you would say I am senile, (I would say that) I smell the 
fragrance of Yusuf.” 
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95. They (those with him) said, “By Allaah! You are in your (same) old misconception (you are 


imagining).” 
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96. (However) When the carrier of good news arrived and placed the shirt on his face, 


he regained his sight. (To remind them of what he had always been telling them) He said, “Did I not tell 
you that I have such knowledge from Allaah that you do not know?” 
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97. They (the brothers) said, “O our father! Seek forgiveness (from Allaah on our behalf) for our 
sins. Indeed we were wrongdoers." 
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98. He said, "I shall shortly seek forgiveness for you from my Rabb (duringthe early hours of 


the morning when du'aas are accepted). Verily He is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (The entire 
family then left Can'aan and proceeded to Egypt.) 
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99. When they (arrived in Egypt and) entered the presence of Yusuf, he made his parents 
stay with him and (welcoming the family to Egypt, Yusuf RISES) said, “Enter Egypt (and live here) in 
safety (without missing Can'aan and without fear of starvation) if Allaah wills.” 
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100. He seated his parents on a (high) throne and they all (his parents and brothers) bowed 
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down before him (this form of showing respect was allowed in those times but is Haraam in our Shari'ah). He 
said, “O my beloved father! This is the (realisation of the) interpretation of my past dream. 
Allaah has surely made it come true. He had truly been kind to me when He removed 
me from the prison and brought you from the countryside (of Can'aan) after Shaytaan 
had caused trouble between my brothers and me. Verily my Rabb subtly (quietly) plans 
what He wills. Verily He is All Knowing, The Wise." (The family then lived in Egypt, where Ya'goob 


KNIEL passed away.) 
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101. (Towards the end of his life, Yusuf 2452 prayed,) “O my Rabb! Indeed You have granted me a 
part of kingship and taught me the interpretation of dreams. O Creator of the 
heavens and the earth! You are my Protecting Friend in this world and in the 
Aakhirah. Grant me death in a state of obedience (to Your commands) and include me 
among Your pious bondsmen (the Ambiyaa in the Aakhirah).” 
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102. This narrative (of Yusuf €2552) is from the accounts of the unseen with which We 
inspire you (O Muhammad £55). You were not with them (the brothers of Yusuf 25525) when they 


collectively resolved their affair (to get rid of Yusuf IEL) and when they plotted (about how 


they would do it). (The fact that Rasulullaah E82 knew the details of this story without learning about them from anyone 
proved that he was Allaah's Rasool to whom Allaah sent revelation.) 
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103. (However, despite the many factors proving that Rasulullaah. was Allaah's Rasool) Most people will not 
accept Imaan even though they eagerly desire it. 
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104. You (0 Rasulullaah 55) do not ask from them (the people) a reward (money) for it (for the 
Qur'aan). lt (the Qur'aan) is but advice for the universe. 
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105. There are numerous Aayaat in the heavens and the earth by which they (the Kuffaar) 


pass, yet they ignore them (despite seeing all Allaah's great and wondrous creation, they do not ponder over 
them and fail to realise that Allaah created them). 
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106. Most of them (the Kuffaar) believe in Allaah (admit that He is their Creator) in such a manner 
that they still ascribe partners to Him (despite believing in Allaah, they still worship idols and other gods, 
attributing to them the power to share control of the universe with Allaah). 
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107. (Despite rejecting Imaan,) Do they (the Kuffaar) feel secure against a calamity (misfortune) 
from Allaah's punishment befalling them or (do they feel secure) against the Hour (Qiyaamah) 


coming to them suddenly without them realising it (without them preparing for it) ? (Whether 
Allaah's punishment strikes them in this world or in the Aakhirah, the Kuffaar ought to realise that there is no time for them 
to continue asthey are. They will soon have to mend their ways before itis too late.) 
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108. Say (to the people, O Rasulullaah #232), “This is my way; I call towards (the worship and love of) & 
Allaah with insight (with a deep understanding of the reasons and proofs for my beliefs), as well as those 
who follow me (they also call towards Allaah with insight, wisdom, foresight and conviction). (After understanding 
these reasons and proofs, Ito declare that) Allaah is Pure (free from having equals), and (by declaring this) | am 
not from the Mushrikeen.” 
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109. All the Ambiyaa that We sent before you (0 Rasulullach 2%) were men (neither angels nor 
women) from various cities (because the habits of people from cities are more refined than those from rural areas 
and they have more exposure to people) to whom We had sent revelation. Have they not 
travelled in the lands and (by seeingthe ruins of previous civilisations) seen what was the outcome 
(the end) of those before them (how they were destroyed because they rejected Imaan)? Indeed the 
home of the Aakhirah is best for those who adopt Taqwa. Do you not understand (this, 
and therefore chose the life of the Aakhirah instead)? 
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110. (When they are not punished immediately, the Kuffaar should not think that they have escaped punishment 
because Allaah allows them periods of grace. The same happened to the Kuffaar of the past. In fact, the punishment was 
delayed) Until the time came when (even) the Rusul grew despondent (last hope) and 
thought that they had erred in their understanding (that they had completely miscalculated the time 
that Allah's punishment would come to the Kuffaar). Then (at this desperate point) Our assistance came to 
them (and the Kuffaar were destroyed) and We rescued whom We willed (the Mu'mineen). Our 
punishment is never turned away from the criminal (sinful) nation. 
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111. In their narratives (the stories of the Ambiyaa) there is certainly a lesson for people of 
intelligence (understanding). It (this Qur'aan) is not a fabricated (faise) tale, but a confirmation 
of all the scriptures before it, a detailed explanation of all things (that man needs to know 
about his religion), a guidance and a mercy for those who have Imaan. 
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